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Ms. Donna Searcy, Secretary
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Dear Ms. Searcy,

I am writing to comment on the above-listed docket--on the
question of whether the Commission should establish preferential
leased accesss channel rates for non profits.

As an organization whose mission it is to recognize
excellence in educational media and to promote its use for the
enrichment of life-long learning, the National Educational Film
& Video Festival strongly supports preferential rates for

ionprofits. We believe that leased access cabie channels offer
perhaps our only chance to make such media widely available to
the general public.

Having served as the associate director of this festival for
more than eight years, I am constantly asked the question:
"Where can I see this work?" During my tenure at NEFVF, I have
seen literally thousands of engaging, entertaining, highly
artistic educational films and videos. Instead of reaching broad
audiences, these works are typically confined to specialized
audiences of limited size. The average teacher, parent, child,
or student has no access to these programs.

At the National Educational Film & Video Festival, we
believe that learning is a life long process, and that
educational films and videos provide one of the most potent and
exciting tools for communicating information. Because of the
huge costs involved in producing, promoting and distributing
such work, the public is denied access. Preferential leased
access rates would allow non profit organizations like ours to
significantly enlarge the audiences for such work.

Cne of Ccngress's purposss in nmandating leased accesss
channels is to insure diversity of information sources for the

public. Encouraging non-profit participation in channel leasing
through preferential rates is nécessary to accomplish that

purpose.
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